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with whatever means of expression are left to them, repudiate such
a shameful deed. We must, however, realize that the Government
of Vichy is in a great many matters, though happily not in all, in
the hands of Herr Hitler acting daily through the Armistice Com-
mission at Wiesbaden. Two million Frenchmen are prisoners in
German hands. A great part of the food supply of France has been
seized by Germany. Both prisoners and food can be doled out
month by month in return for hostile propaganda or unfriendly
action against Great Britain. Or again, the cost of the German
occupation of France, for which a cruel and exorbitant toll is
exacted, may be raised still further as a punishment for any mani-
festations of sympathy with us. Admiral Darlan tells us that the
Germans have been generous in their treatment of France. All the
information which we receive, both from occupied and unoccupied
France, makes me very doubtful whether the mass of the French
people would endorse that strange and somewhat sinister tribute.
However, the generosity of the German treatment of France is a
matter for Frenchmen to judge.
But I wish to make it clear that we must maintain our blockade
against Germany and those rights of contraband control at sea,
which have never been disputed or denied to any belligerent, and
which a year ago France was exercising to the full with us. Some
time ago we were ready to enter upon economic negotiations with
the French. But any chance of fruitful negotiations was nipped
in the bud by the generous Germans, and imperative orders were
given from Wiesbaden to the Government of Vichy to break off all
contact with us. Nevertheless, we have in practice allowed very
considerable quantities of food to go into France out of our sincere
desire to spare the French people every hardship in our power.
When, however, it comes to thousands of tons of rubber and other
vital war materials which pass, as we know, directly to the German
armies, we are bound, even at the risk of collisions with French
warships at sea, to enforce our rights as recognized by international
law. There is one other form of action into which the Vichy Govern-
ment might be led by the dictation of Germany, namely, the sending
of powerful war vessels, which are unfinished or damaged, back from
the French African ports to ports in Metropolitan France which are
either under the control of the Germans, or may at very short notice
fall under their control. Such movements of French war vessels
from Africa to France would alter the balance of naval power, and
would thus prejudice the interests of the United States as well as
our own. Therefore, I trust that such incidents will be avoided,
or, if they cannot be avoided, that the consequences which follow
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